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3ίΔ RAPID REPORTS Population and social conditions 
1988 Π 1 
FULL-TIHE EDUCATION IN THE EUROPEAN COHHUNITY IN 1985/1986 
- 760,000 (1%) LESS PUPILS AND STUDENTS THAN IN THE PREVIOUS YEAR 
- 3,5 MILLION (5%) LESS THAN 8 YEARS EARLIER 
After rising fairly rapidly in the 1960's and 1970's the total number of 
full-time pupils and students in the twelve Member States reached a maximum of 
71,9 million in the school year 1977/78. Since then the number has gradually 
fallen to 68.4 million in 1985/86 and further decline appears probable for at 
least the next 10 years. 
The principal cause of the phenomenon can be attributed to the number of 
births, which rose to a maximum in 1964 and had fallen by 32% by 1985. 
Preliminary figures suggest that the number of births may now have begun to 
rise again but it is too early to be certain of this. The full effect of the 
declining number of births has been partially offset by a tendency for young 
people to remain longer in full-time education, the numbers at the higher 
levels continuing to increase both in absolute figures and as a proportion of 
the age groups concerned. 
The foregoing remarks refer to the situation in the Community taken as a 
whole; in individual countries the position is broadly similar by with 
differences of timing. In Belgium the maximum was achieved in 1971/72 and the 
decline in numbers began thereafter; in Denmark, FR Germany, France, Italy, 
Luxembourg, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom the maxima were within the 
period from 1975 to 1979; in Greece, Spain, Ireland and Portugal the maxima 
may not yet have been reached and decline has not yet begun. The effects at 
the various levels of education are discussed overleaf. 
This bulletin brings up· to date some of the principal tables in the 
publication "Education and Training", EUROSTAT 1985, in which further 
information can be found.' 
Statistical Office of the European Communities, L-2920 Luxembourg, tel. 4301- 3209 
Manuscript completed on = 31.5.88 CA-NK-88-001-EN-C 
TRENDS IN THE NUMBERS OF PUPILS AND STUDENTS 
BY LEVEL OF EDUCATION (EUR 12) 
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1970/71 1975/76 1 9 Ô O / 8 1 1985/86 
Fi rs t level 
Second level, first stage 
Second level, second stage 
Third level 
Total 
The earliest peaks and 
(Primary) education, ob 
insignificant 'so far in 
Children at 2nd level, 
older, the maximum was 
is not yet apparent. I 
in Spain, Ireland or Po 
At 2nd level, 2nd stage 
even more delayed and o 
FK Germany (-6.5%) and 
the most marked falls have been in 1st level 
served in all Community countries although 
Ireland» 
1st stage (lower Secondary) education being 
reached later and the full effect of the decline 
η fact no such reduction is observable so far 
rtugal. 
(upper Secondary) education the effects are 
nly a few countries show a decline so far: 
the United Kingdom (-h.9%). 
At Jrd level the numbers generally continue to increase. 
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AS A PERCENTAGE OF THE TOTAL POPULATION 
19 20 24 26 21 18 24 
20 23 25 27 23 18 26 
20 25 25 26 22 17 25 
20 26 25 27 22 17 24 
20 26 25 27 22 16 24 
20 26 24 27 21 24 
20 26 25 27 21 : 23 
: 26 24 27 21 : 23 


















SIRLS AT 2ND LEVEL, 
) 28 18 
' 40 26 






MEN AT 3RD 
ί 22 18 
) 27 25 
5 24 24 
5 24 25 
S 24 26 
$ 24 27 
\ 24 27 
S 23 27 
WOMEN AT 3RD 
L 16 10 
5 25 16 
9 24 18 
I 24 19 
C 24 20 
1 25 20 
2 25 20 
5 24 21 
60 60 73 70 66 62 68 
65 69 79 71 74 63 75 
66 75 79 70 72 59 75 
67 75 81 71 70 60 74 
66 76 81 71 70 60 75 
68 77 80 71 69 : 75 
69 78 82 73 69 : 75 
: 79 82 73 69 : 75 
2ND STAGE, AS A PERCENTAGE UF ALL BOYS AGED 15 TO 18 Y 
46 23 43 22 61 30 25 
58 53 47 30 70 40 35 
52 74 49 32 66 43 40 
56 53 33 65 44 42 
77 55 35 65 47 45 
56 81 53 37 66 48 48 
58 78 54 41 68 51 51 
: 81 59 42 70 51 52 
2ND STAGE, AS A PERCENTAGE OF ALL GIRLS AGED 15 TO 18 
36 18 47 50 45 28 21 
47 49 54 42 58 37 29 
46 77 58 44 65 45 38 
50 77 61 46 65 46 40 
49 86 63 48 66 50 44 
56 91 61 49 68 50 48 
59 85 62 53 70 55 50 
: 88 60 53 73 54 52 
LEVEL AS A PERCENTAGE OF ALL MEN AGED 19 TO 24 YEARS 
15 17 17 13 17 3 18 
18 21 20 13 25 2 23 
16 21 20 14 24 3 25 
17 21 23 14 23 3 24 
17 21 23 14 22 3 24 
17 21 21 14 21 2 24 
19 23 24 16 21 2 24 
: 24 24 16 20 : 24 
LEVEL AS A PERCENTAGE OF ALL WOMEN AGED 19 TO 24 YEARS 
7 6 13 7 11 1 7 11 12 18 8 16 1 11 
12 17 20 11 19 2 14 
13 IS 22 11 18 2 15 
15 19 23 12 18 2 15 
17 20 22 12 18 2 16 
19 22 24 14 19 1 16 
































































































: sot available 
* partially estimated by EUROSTAT 
TABLE 2 
BOYS AND GIRLS 





2ND LEVEL, TOTAL 
­ 1ST STAGE 





2ND LEVEL, TOTAL 
­ 1ST STAGE 





2ND LEVEL, TOTAL 
­ 1ST STAGE 





2ND LEVEL, TOTAL 
­ 1ST STAGE 





2ND LEVEL, TOTAL 
­ 1ST STAGE 





2ND LEVEL, TOTAL 
­ 1ST STAGE 





2ND LEVEL, TOTAL 
­ 1ST STAGE 
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2ND LEVEL, TOTAL 
- 1ST STAGE 





2ND LEVEL, TOTAL 
- 1ST STAGE 





2ND LEVEL, TOTAL 
- 1ST STAGE 





2ND LEVEL. TOTAL 
- 1ST STAGE 





2ND LEVEL, TOTAL 
- 1ST STAGE 





2ND LEVEL, TOTAL 
- 1ST STAGE 





2ND LEVEL, TOTAL 
- 1ST STAGE 



























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































MEN AND WOMEN 
3RD LEVEL STUDENTS (FULL­TIME AND PART­TIME) BY FIELD OF STUDY 
ISCED FIELD 
14 EDUCATION SCIENCE, TEACHER TRAIN. 
22/26 HUMANITIES, RELIGION, THEOLOGY 
IS FINE AND APPLIED ARTS 
38 LAW AND JURISPRUDENCE 
30 SOCIAL AND BEHAVIOURAL SCIENCES 
34 COMMERCIAL AND BUSINESS ADMINIST. 
84 MASS COMMUNICATION, DOCUMENTATION 
66 HOME ECONOMICS (DOMESTIC SCIENCE) 
78 SERVICE TRADES PROGRAMMES 
42 NATURAL SCIENCES 
46 MATHEMATICS AND COMPUTER SCIENCE 
50 MEDICAL SCIENCE AND HEALTH RELAT. 
54 ENGINEERING 
58 ARCHITECTURE AND TOWN PLANNING 
52 TRADE, CRAFT AND INDUSTRIAL PROG. 
70 TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS 
62 AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY AND FISHERY 
89 OTHER 
TOTAL 
14 EDUCATION SCIENCE, TEACHER TRAIN. 
22/26 HUMANITIES, RELIGION, THEOLOGY 
18 FINE AND APPLIED ARTS 
38 LAW AND JURISPRUDENCE 
30 SOCIAL AND BEHAVIOURAL SCIENCES 
34 COMMERCIAL AND BUSINESS ADMINIST. 
84 MASS COMMUNICATION, DOCUMENTATION 
66 HOME ECONOMICS (DOMESTIC SCIENCE) 
78 SERVICE TRADES PROGRAMMES 
42 NATURAL SCIENCES 
46 MATHEMATICS AND COMPUTER SCIENCE 
50 MEDICAL SCIENCE AND HEALTH RELAT. 
54 ENGINEERING 
58 ARCHITECTURE AND TOWN PLANNING 
52 TRADE, CRAFT AND INDUSTRIAL PROG. 
70 TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS 
62 AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY AND FISHERY 
89 OTHER 
TOTAL 
14 EDUCATION SCIENCE, TEACHER TRAIN. 
22/26 HUMANITIES, RELIGION, THEOLOGY 
18 FINE AND APPLIED ARTS 
38 LAW AND JURISPRUDENCE 
30 SOCIAL AND BEHAVIOURAL SCIENCES 
34 COMMERCIAL AND BUSINESS ADMINIST. 
84 MASS COMMUNICATION, DOCUMENTATION 
66 HOME ECONOMICS (DOMESTIC SCIENCE) 
78 SERVICE TRADES PROGRAMMES 
42 NATURAL SCIENCES 
46 MATHEMATICS AND COMPUTER SCIENCE 
50 MEDICAL SCIENCE AND HEALTH RELAT. 
54 ENGINEERING 
58 ARCHITECTURE AND TOWN PLANNING 
52 TRADE, CRAFT AND INDUSTRIAL PROG. 
70 TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS 
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































A = INCLUDED IN 89 OTHER 
E = INCLUDED IN 54 ENGINEERING 
N = INCLUDED IN 42 NATURAL SCIENCES 
S = INCLUDED IN 30 SOCIAL AND BEHAVIOURAL SCIENC 
Τ = INCLUDED IH 52 TRADE, CRAFT AND INDUSTRIAL Pi 
SCHNELLBERICHTE - Bevölkerung und soziale Bedingungen : 1988 Nr 1 
RAPID REPORTS - Population and social conditions : 1988 N° 1 
STATISTIQUES RAPIDES - Population et conditions sociales : 1988 N° 1 
CORRIGENDA 
TABELLE/TABLE/TABLEAU 4 TOTAL 
Total 
TABELLE/TABLE/TABLEAU 5 
50 Medezin usw/ 













50 Medezin usw/ 






iVEL STUDENTS ( F U L L - T I M E AND PART-TIME) BY FIELD OF JDY 
ISCED FIELD 
14 EDUCATION SCIENCE, TEACHER TRAIN. 
22/26 HUMANITIES, RELIGION, THEOLOGY 
18 FINE AND APPLIED ARTS 
38 LAW AND JURISPRUDENCE 
30 SOCIAL AND BEHAVIOURAL SCIENCES 
34 COMMERCIAL AND BUSINESS ADMINIST. 
84 MA55 COMMUNICATION, DOCUMENTATION 
66 HOME ECONOMICS (DOMESTIC SCIENCE) 
78 SERVICE TRADES PROGRAMMES 
42 NATURAL SCIENCES 
46 MATHEMATICS AND COMPUTER SCIENCE 
50 MEDICAL SCIENCE AND HEALTH RELAT. 
54 ENGINEERING 
58 ARCHITECTURE AND TOWN PLANNING 
52 TRADE, CRAFT AND INDUSTRIAL PROG. 
70 TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS 
62 AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY AND FISHERY 
89 OTHER 
TOTAL 
14 EDUCATION SCIENCE, TEACHER TRAIN. 
22/26 HUMANITIES, RELIGION, THEOLOGY 
18 FINE AND APPLIED ARTS 
38 LAW AND JURISPRUDENCE 
30 SOCIAL AND BEHAVIOURAL SCIENCES 
34 COMMERCIAL AND BUSINESS ADMINIST. 
84 MASS COMMUNICATION, DOCUMENTATION 
66 HOME ECONOMICS (DOMESTIC SCIENCE) 
78 SERVICE TRADES PROGRAMMES 
42 NATURAL SCIENCES 
46 MATHEMATICS AND COMPUTER SCIENCE 
50 MEDICAL SCIENCE AND HEALTH RELAT. 
54 ENGINEERING 
58 ARCHITECTURE AND TOWN PLANNING 
52 TRADE, CRAFT AND INDUSTRIAL PROG. 
70 TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS 
62 AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY AND FISHERY 
89 OTHER 
TOTAL 
14 EDUCATION SCIENCE, TEACHER TRAIN. 
22/26 HUMANITIES, RELIGION, THEOLOGY 
18 FINE AND APPLIED ARTS 
38 LAW AND JURISPRUDENCE 
30 SOCIAL AND BEHAVIOURAL SCIENCES 
34 COMMERCIAL AND BUSINESS ADMINIST. 
84 MASS COMMUNICATION, DOCUMENTATION 
66 HOME ECONOMICS (DOMESTIC SCIENCE) 
78 SERVICE TRADES PROGRAMMES 
42 NATURAL SCIENCES 
46 MATHEMATICS AND COMPUTER SCIENCE 
50 MEDICAL SCIENCE AND HEALTH RELAT. 
54 ENGINEERING 
58 ARCHITECTURE AND TOWN PLANNING 
52 TRADE, CRAFT AND INDUSTRIAL PROG. 
70 TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS 
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































A = INCLUDED IN 89 OTHER 
E = INCLUDED IN 54 ENGINEERING 
N = INCLUDED IN 42 NATURAL SCIENCES 
S = INCLUDED IN 30 SOCIAL AND BEHAVIOURAL SCIENCES 
Τ = INC1UDED IN 52 TRADE, CRAFT AND INDUSTRIAL PROG. 
EXPLANATORY NOTES 
There are significant differences among the education systems in the Member 
States. The figures in this bulletin have been provided by the competent 
authorities in the Member States, harmonized according to the International 
Standard Classification of Education (ISCED). However, some differences of 
interpretation remain and this should be remembered when making comparisons 
between countries. 
Table 1. Full-time and students as percentages of the population 
These ratios are derived by dividing the numbers of pupils and students in 
full-time education (see Tables 2 and 3) by estimates of the population at 1st 
January in the school year. The age ranges are arbitrarily chosen to cover 
most of the pupils and students concerned; although some may lie outside these 
ages the ranges provide a common basis. 
Tables 2 and 3. Numbers of full-time pupils and students 
The figures in this table are of the numbers enrolled in full-time education 
within the regular school and higher education system. Both public and private 
schools are covered and the figures include both nationals and foreigners. 
Data for the latest year may be provisional. 
Analysis by level is according to the ISCED. It may be noted that the number 
of 3rd level students in Luxembourg is low because there is no regular 
university; the majority of Luxembourgish students pursue such studies in 
other countries. 
Part-time students also exist is some Member States at the levels which go 
beyond the upper age limit of compulsory full-time schooling. They are not 
included in these tables, nor are students or trainees in vocational training 
outside the ordinary school and higher education system included. 
Comprehensive statistical coverage of these categories is not yet possible. 
Tables 4 and 5. Third level students by fields of study 
The fields used in this table are described in detail in the ISCED. ISCED 
level 6 refers to courses of study leading to a first university degree or 
equivalent; level 5 refers to courses leading to an award not equivalent to 
that and level 7 refers to courses leading to a post-graduate qualification. 
The data are for the most recent year available. 
In principle the coverage of the figures in these tables is the same as for 
Tables 2 and 3, except that both full-time and part-time students are 
included. However, care must be exercise in attempting to deduce the number 
of part-time students; in some countries part-time 3rd level students are 
considered not to exist or are not recorded separately, in other countries 
there are discrepancies between the totals in these tables and those in Tables 
2 and 3. That does not prevent these tables giving an approximation of the 
relative popularities of the various fields of study. 
Genera I 
For further explanatory notes see the publication "Education and Training", 
EUROSTAT 1985. 
